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Mr.  Davies  founder  and  oldest 
member  of  Wayne  Historical  Society 


By  KEITH  SUTTON 

A  long-time  Honesdale  resident  and 
former  Honesdale  High  School  principal 
is  the  oldest  member  and  only  surviving 
founder  of  the  Wayne  County  Historical 
Society. 

He  is  Russel]  T.  Davies  of  514  Park 
street,  Honesdale. 

Mr.  Davies,  who  still  is  keen  of  mind, 
recalled  in  an  interview  this  week  his  role 
in  the  formation  of  the  Historical  Society 
and  reminisced  about  his  years  as 
principal  of  the  local  school. 

Mr.  Davies  was  born  in  Montrose, 
graduated  from  Montrose  High  School 
and  received  his  degree  from  Dickinson 
College. 

He  said  he  came  to  Honesdale  in  1910  as 
vice-principal  of  Honesdale  High  School 
and  when  the  principal,  Mr.  O’Day,  left  in 
1915,  Mr.  Davies  became  principal  of 
Honesdale.  He  stayed  in  that  position 
until  1919.  At  the  time  he  was  principal, 
.  Honesdale  had  all  grades  from  1  through 
12  in  the  building  on  Church  street  with  a 
total  enrollment  in  the  12  grades  of 
around  500.  He  recalled  that  each  of  the 
first  eight  grades  had  one  teacher  apiece 
and  that  there  were  six  or  seven  teachers 
in  all  the  entire  high  school. 

Mr.  Davies  in  1917  helped  to  found  the 
Wayne  County  Historical  Society.  He 
had  knowledge  of  the  Susquehanna 
County  Historical  Society  in  his  home 
town,  Montrose.  Mr.  Davies,  along  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Thompson,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  Ross  Pennell,  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Swift,  A.C.  Lindsay,  Samuel 
Tolley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  Greene, 
Mrs.  Eben  H.  Clark  and  Atty.  M.E. 
Simons,  were  present  at  a  meeting  in  City 
Hall,  Honesdale,  on  May  26, 1917,  at  which 
time  the  Society  was  founded. 

A  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  was 
conducted  in  the  library  of  Honesdale 
High  School  on  June  7, 1917  for  election  of 
officers.  Those  elected  were  Alvin  R. 
Pennell,  editor  of  The  Wayne 
Independent,  president;  Prof.  Russell  T. 
Davies,  first  vice  president;  Mrs.  Andrew 
Thompson,  second  vice  president;  George 
P.  Ross,  secretary;  A.C.  Lindsay, 
treasurer  and  Jeanette  Pohle,  librarian. 
Frank  P.  Woodward,  later  a  columnist  for 
The  Wayne  Independent,  was  enrolled  as 
the  first  member  and  later  became  the 
historian. 

Mr.  Davies  at  that  time  explained  the 
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work  of  the  Susquehanna  County 
Historical  Society. 

Alvin  R.  Pennell  was  president  from 
1917  to  1923  and  Atty.  Homer  Greene, 
also  noted  as  an  author,  served  for  the 
longest  time  as  president,  from  1923  to 
1939. 

The  Historical  Society  was  not 
chartered  until  Oct.  16,  1922,  and  had  not 
much  activity  until  that  time,  when  a 
membership  drive  was  started.  Gifts 
began  to  come  in  and  the  society  was 
given  rooms  in  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Railroad  Co.  building  on  Main  street. 
Edwin  B.  Callaway,  long-time  city  editor 
of  The  Wayne  Independent,  was  a  long¬ 
time  secretary  of  the  Historical  Society. 

Mr.  Davies  said  he  was  principal  until 
July  1,  1919  when  he  resigned  to  enter 
private  business  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  Birdsall  Bros,  factory 
in  Seelyville.  He  said  he  enjoyed  his  years 
at  the  high  school,  but  the  low  salary 
forced  him  to  gain  other  employment.  He 
said  the  students  were  a  good  group  of 
children  and  recalled  some  of  the  players 
on  the  high  school  basketball  team, 
including  Clarence  Butler,  David  Boyd, 
and  Louis  Kreitner.  He  was  in  charge  of 
the  basketball  team  as  principal,  along 
with  Coach  Albert  Haggarty,  who  still 


lives  in  Hawley.  Mr.  Davies  mentioned 
his  picture  with  the  team  published  in  The 
Wayne  County  Sports  History  which  he 
recalled  purchasing  from  this  writer. 

On  July  1, 1919  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Birdsall  Brothers  as  assistant  to  the 
superintendent,  Chauncey  Purdy,  and 
remained  there  for  31  years  until  the  mill 
was  sold  in  1950.  In  1951,  he  became 
employed  at  Wayne  County  Memorial 
Hospital  for  night  office  work  and  was  in 
that  capacity  for  25  years.  Later  he 
worked  there  on  Saturdays  until  about 
seven  years  ago. 

Mr.  Davies  was  on  the  Honesdale 
School  Board  for  15  years  after  leaving 
the  high  school  as  principal  and  was 
president  of  the  board  for  most  of  the 
time. 

His  wife,  the  former  Sarah  Gendry  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  died  about  12  years 
ago.  They  had  met  while  Mr.  Davies  was 
a  student  at  Dickinson  College  in  Carlisle. 

They  have  one  son,  Russell  G.  Davies, 
who  lives  in  Exeter,  England,  with  his 
wife  and  family.  Russell  G.,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  artillery  during  World  War  II,  was 
wounded  while  serving  in  France  with  the 
American  forces  when  a  sniper  bullet 
cost  him  an  eye.  The  bullet  still  is 
imbedded  in  his  backbone.  He  was  at  a 
hospital  in  England  and  later  in  Valley 

Forge  for  some  time.  Mr.  Davies,  Sr.,  has 
one  grandson,  Russell  B.,  who  teaches  in 
Madrid,  Spain,  and  one  granddaughter,  « 
Beverly,  who  works  in  London;  also  one 
great-granddaughter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  G.  Davies  and 
Beverly  plan  to  be  here  at  Christmastime 
for  a  visit.  Russell  G.  has  come  over  from 
England  every  year  for  a  long  visit,  and 
always  comes  for  his  father’s  birthday, 
which  is  Aug.  31.  He  said  that  Jean 
Arthur,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Arthur  of  Honesdale,  is  married  to 
an  English  minister  and  they  live  about  50 
miles  from  the  Russell  G.  Davies  family 
and  visit  often.  The  former  Jean  Arthur 
was  in  England  as  a  Red  Cross  girl  during 
World  War  II. 

In  1925,  Mr.  Davies,  along  with  Willard 
J.  Birdsall,  Chauncey  Purdy,  Robert 
Matthews,  Walter  Fowler  and  several 
other  men  purchased  450  acres  at 
Wangum  and  had  10  cottages  built  there. 
Mr.  Davies  spends  summers  at  his 
cottage.  For  recreation,  he  takes  long 
walks  and  indulges  in  reading  magazines 
and  newspapers. 

He  and  his  wife  lived  at  14th  street  and 
East  street  for  50  years,  before  moving  to 
the  Park  street  address  across  from  the 
hospital  where  he  was  employed. 

During  the  interview,  it  was  recalled  by 
the  former  principal  that  there  were 
grade  schools  in  many  locations  in  and 
near  Honesdale,  including  River  Road, 
Leonards ville,  upper  Terrace  street  and 
Texas  township.  After  graduation  from 
grade  school  the  students  came  in  to 
Honesdale  High  School. 

At  the  end  of  the  interview,  Mr.  Davies 
praised  the  expansion  of  the  Historical 
Society  and  Museum  as  a  fine  effort.  - 
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